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Making A Difference 
for Young People
Over the past 5 years you will have read many reports in our newsletters from Billy Paul and 
myself on the fantastic work that the partnership between PFS, Scripture Union and Circle has 
achieved. This time I would like you to read the words of the children affected by imprisonment 
and their support workers.  What a privilege for us as Christians to influence young lives at 
this early stage, to pray for them and show the love of Christ through activity holidays. Your 
financial generosity and continued support of this partnership is the foundation of this project.

The following information comes from a presentation given at the PFS Annual Gathering in 
May. We are looking forward to supporting the children this summer once more with  
your help…

185 children and young people have had the amazing opportunity to 
attend a range of camps that SU have to offer (42 children and young people 
are already confirmed to attend this summer). Circle would not be in a financial 
position to provide these opportunities without funding from Prison Fellowship.

In May 2018 Prison Fellowship funded an exciting day out at Lendrick Muir (Scripture Union 
camp). The Inter School Social Education Project (ISSEP). ISSEP is a unique mentoring project 
which provides academic and emotional support to local primary school aged children 
affected by imprisonment.

Thank you Prison Fellowship from all at Circle! Without your continued support we would 
not be able to provide our children & young people with such amazing opportunities and 
long-lasting memories.

“My brother and me 
bonded at camp and now 
we don’t argue as much at 
home. I met lots of friends 

and we want to go back 
together next year. I tried 

going deeper with God 
which I had never tried 

before and I liked it.”

“Everyone was so welcoming 
and caring at scripture union.  

I also really enjoyed the 
worship part of the camp 

and the ‘Road show.’ I loved 
singing most of the songs 
we sung at Worship. They 

were so meaningful and got 
me thinking about God.”

It’s fun and it gives your 
mum and dad a break.

They do everything for me so 
it gives them time to chill”



VOLUNTEER 
FOCUS
From the age of 12 I wrote letters to prisoners some 
of whom were family and some were friends. I have 
always felt burdened for those in prison, I would sense 
their loneliness and isolation when exchanging letters, 
they were so grateful to have received a letter and it 
seemed like it was making a small difference to them. 
I carried on writing throughout my teenage years.

Unfortunately, my teenage years, like so many 
people, were consumed with alcohol and drugs 
and many years were wasted because of wrong 
choices. I thank the Lord that He rescued me out 
of the dark pit at age 24!! I am now age 37 and so 
grateful for the restoration that has happened. 

My mother is also saved and walking with the Lord 
and has been free of alcohol for 2 years. I long to 
see people set free by God’s Grace. I have received 
so much forgiveness, mercy and love that it has to 
be shared with others, especially those who feel 
unworthy. I am looking forward to seeing lives 
touched and transformed, even if it is only mustard 
seeds that are planted God can create a harvest 
from it. We stand on His promise that His word does 
not return to Him void, it will accomplish all that He 
desires it to (Isa 55:11) ...... How great is our God!!

Angela

I became a Christian after attending and Alpha Course 
in 2012 and was baptised in 2013. Volunteering with 
Prison Fellowship has been on my heart since doing 
the Alpha Course at Woodhill Church in Bishopbriggs. 

One evening we heard from a number 
of the men who are in The Haven, it was 
both humbling and inspiring to hear what 
God had done in these guys lives. 

I recently started volunteering in HMP Greenock and it 
was great to see God working in the men’s lives and it 
was humbling that they were so thankful and pleased 
that people had come to spend time with them. 

If you are considering getting involved I can 
assure you it won’t be a decision you regret.

Gordon

I joined the PFS family at the end of 2003 and 
became a part of the Fellowship groups at Barlinnie 
and Low Moss. I was quite naïve about prisons 
when I started but going in alongside Derek, Terry 
and Billy I learned quickly. It was a huge blessing 
to share fellowship with the volunteers and the 
men that came along. I thoroughly enjoyed 
building friendships with volunteers, prison 
officers and those that came to the groups. 

In 2009 I left PFS to start a family but always 
intended to return in some capacity as I knew this 
was part of God’s plan for my life. In April of this year, 
as I began to think about returning to work, the Job 

Centre suggested doing some voluntary admin work 
to get back into the swing of things. And what better 
place to do so than with PFS?! I was very excited 
when Terry said ‘yes’ to me helping out in the office.

It has been awesome to volunteer with PFS in 
this way and to use my gifts of administration to 
help advance the work of the Gospel through 
the PFS family. It was lovely to be at the Annual 
Gathering and to catch up with so many old 
friends and to make many new ones. 

It’s great to be actively involved again!

Manon

If you are interested in connecting with us as a volunteer or as 
part of your church network contact us at office@pfscotland.org
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PFS Annual Gathering this year offered its 
familiar warmth and friendly atmosphere: 
allowing people to catch up, encourage one 
another, enjoy good food, fellowship and 
celebrate another year of God’s goodness 
in their lives and that of PF Scotland. 

This year’s event, held once more in Letham St 
Mark’s Perth, allowed us to hear from speakers who 
had once been beneficiaries of the in-prison work 
PF Scotland offers weekly in most of the prisons 
in the country. We heard from David and Gary 
respectively giving testimony and encouragement 
of how God guided them and continues to used 
them in ministry today in their respective churches. 

We heard from George Lyttle of Circle as she 
updated those gathered on the progress of the 
Scripture Union holidays for children affected 
by imprisonment and also the new initiatives 
where PFS supporters provided the financial 
means to allow an activity day at Lendrick Muir 
for the youngsters involved in Inter School Social 
Education Programme (ISSEP) as a recreation 
day after all their hard work in school.

Many former offenders simply mingled, receiving 
the rich ministry & encouragement on offer 
whilst enjoying the tangible presence of God. Its 
heart-warming to see that former Prisoners are 
now being used at all levels within the ministry 
of PFS and beyond, this is truly remarkable 
and both testament to the grace of God and 
the time proven heart of PFS which is to love, 
accept and journey with former offenders.

Finally, it was nice to hear from many of 
our partners and other agencies with an 
interest in the prisoner population. 

David of C2C had two service users who 
gave their personal testimony. Caroline from 
Integrate Scotland and her clients did so too. 
Other agencies who spoke to us were Robin of 
Christianity Explored and Claudia of Junction 42. 

The final thought of the day has to go to Grace 
Chocolates though: Joyce shared her vision 
and heart for Grace chocolates to be used as 
an enterprise directly benefiting ex-prisoners, 
a wonderful expression of Love in action.

Yet He Chose Me
1 Peter 2 v 9
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PF Scotland Annual Gathering will be held on Saturday 18th May 2019 … same location

PF Scotland Annual Training Day, Dunblane Christian Fellowship, 
Saturday 15th September 2018 10am – 3pm

Dates for Your Diary

Prison Fellowship 
International

Thank You 
to the SPS

Passing the Torch 

On 17, April 2018, Prison Fellowship 
International announced its Board of Directors 
appointed Andy Corley as President and 
CEO. Andy is set to lead the organisation 
in unity to continue reaching thousands of 
prisoners, ex-prisoners, children of prisoners, 
and victims of crime around the world.

“I’m honoured to lead Prison Fellowship 
International during this important time 
in the ministry’s growth,” says Andy.

From the early beginnings of the Sycamore 
Tree Course (STC) in Scotland, starting in 2002, 
the course has been well received by those who 
have participated and completed the 6 weeks 
focus on Victim Awareness/ Restorative Justice.

PFS would like to thank the Scottish Prison 
Service Governors, staff and chaplaincy for 
their support in promoting the course to over 
1400 men and women in recent years. Thank 
you also to the governors of HMP Low Moss 
and Glenochil for presenting the completion 
certificates to the men in their respective 
prisons. We trust that the STC will assist the men 
and women to “Unlock Potential & Transform 
Lives” which is the SPS vision statement.

Who knew the impact the story of Zacchaeus 
(Zac) would have in the year 2018… God knew! 

Visit our website for the latest news and events
www.pfscotland.org
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