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Yet He Chose Me

Annual Gathering
Saturday 12th May 2018

10:00am-3:30pm
Letham St Marks CoS, Rannoch Rd, Letham, Perth, PH1 2HH

Thank you to everyone who supported 
PF Scotland (PFS) in 2017, our 35th 
year of service to those in prison, your 
continued involvement in our work has 
brought about changed lives for Christ. 
Our annual gathering in Perth was 
evidence, if any was required, that prayer 
changes the lives and the futures of many 
men and women who follow Christ. We 
recognised that the scripture “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness” Lam 3:23 helped us to focus 
on the journeys of faith that those taking 
part on that day were able to testify to. 

The scripture for this year’s gathering is a 
scripture I have come to understand better and 
which will underpin all communications from PF 
Scotland this year is 1 Peter 2:9 “Yet He Chose Me”. 

Imagine that! I, like so many others, realise that 
we were chosen to serve and, in my case, God 
used my past behaviours and choices for good in 
my time with PFS which has spanned 24 years.

Therefore, you being supporters of the work 
of PFS are chosen and your assistance helps us as 
we continue to reach many with the message of 
hope for the future. You are the prayer partners 
and volunteers that make PFS what it is today 
and you are the ones who will pass the baton 
of prayer and support to the next generation 
as you share the stories of hope with others.

Terry Paterson
Director

You are welcome to join us at our 
Annual Gathering and hear from 
those who have a story to tell.



“We are grateful indeed” was the opening line of a 
thank you letter from one prison which benefited 
from Angel Tree 2017. They go on to say “It was 
wonderful that so many prisoners were able to give 
gifts to their children”. There were many letters of 
appreciation received saying how Angel Tree had 
helped make Christmas more bearable for those 
families separated due to imprisonment. Sadly, 
we are not able to supply you with photographs 
of the children receiving their gifts from mum or 
dad because of security and we must remember 
the children are innocent of the parent’s crime.

Our focus now changes to the Scripture Union summer 
holidays which will be upon us very soon. PFS is meeting 
with Chris from SU and George of Circle in the next few 

weeks where we will investigate how we can provide 
more opportunities for the children of those in prison. 
Circle Scotland wrote this regarding last year’s holidays;

 WOW! We had a really busy July and August with 
children and young people attending Scripture Union 
Holiday Camps this year. We want to say a massive thank 
you to all our children, young people, families, Circle 
Family Support Workers, the Scripture Union Team and 
our funders Prison Fellowship who have worked alongside 
each other to make these holidays happen and ensured 
the best possible experiences have been enjoyed!

Thank you for your support of this outreach.  
Together we are making a difference in lives of so 
many young people giving them experiences that 
they will not forget and your prayers and financial 
generosity has made this partnership possible.

Angel Tree and
Scripture Union Holidays

Volunteers make a difference…
This letter was sent to the Greenock group 
from one of the women who had attended 
regularly at the fellowship evening;

We also received this letter of thanks for the 
work of the fellowship group in Glenochil. 
The man writes;

Taking time to share the good news of the gospel does make an impact on those 
we have the pleasure in meeting. We are privileged to be used in this way so 
regularly and we are thankful to the Chaplaincy teams that make it possible.

I would like you to share this with your 
‘Prison Fellowship’ companions.

Thank you for your hard work, effort and 
support. It is truly invaluable and makes a 
huge difference to all, here at Greenock. I 
have really enjoyed going to Fellowship. 

I have found it relaxing and I’ve learned 
a lot, including many things about 
myself and a strengthening of faith. It’s 
been really positive and affirming.

I shall miss the group but will remember you all 

in my prayers. Never stop what you are doing.

Please thank everyone for me.

God bless

I am out 5 mounts now and making progress. 
I am in a church and attend both a men’s group and bible study. 
I am doing alright in the world outside prison. I am surrounded by Christians and it is exciting and crazy in a good way. 
Say a big thank you to the fellowship group and chaplains for sowing and watering the seed which is now active in my life.

Love in Jesus
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I grew up in Rutherglen and when I was eleven 
my dad passed away suddenly leaving my 
mum to raise 3 boys. At that time, I started high 

school and was forming a new group of friends 
and also experimenting with drugs and alcohol. 
I was a lost wee boy trying to cope with grief. 

My first arrest was at 11 and I quickly became a 
target for the local police being lifted for general 
disorder in the community but as I got older I began 
to get involved in gang fights where my appetite for 
violence grew. As a minor I was repeatedly arrested. 
The consequences of my actions were the children’s 
panel and court and at the age of 16 the police cells 
due to my drug and alcohol use increasing. 

Not long after my 16th birthday I was sent to Polmont 
Young Offenders for a serious assault. For the next 8 years 
life consisted of violence, drink, drugs, broken relationships, 
homelessness, prison, getting released and doing it all over 
again. It was a cycle in my life I could not break, as much 
as I tried or wanted to. I was raised to believe in God and 
prayed asking God if he was real or not and if he was real 
would he help me. After serving multiple jail sentences in 
the YO’s I was sent to Barlinnie at the age of 21 and then 
to Bowhouse Prison, Kilmarnock where I came across 
Prison Fellowship. I attended out of curiosity because I 
was genuinely interested. The more I attended the more 
I learned about Jesus who loved me and died so that I 

could receive forgiveness. I decided to become a Christian 
and had all the usual good intentions but they didn’t last 
long when I was released. I had a foot in both camps, in 
my heart I wanted to live my life for Christ but the reality 
was it was difficult and continued to be involved in crime. 

During my time out of prison I occasionally attended 
a church in Glasgow and found out there that God was 
on my case. In 2012, while serving a 9-week remand, 
I committed my life afresh to Jesus and on release I 
connected with the church where I got baptised and a 
few months later started bible college. I spent 2 years 
growing in knowledge and understanding of God and my 
new-found faith and during my time there I was involved 
in starting new churches in Drumchapel and Rutherglen. 

I now know God has a great plan for my life, I am part 
of the leadership team and I preach regularly which is 
brilliant. I met my wife in church and we both serve there 
to the glory of God. I started my own business two years 
ago which is going well. Life with Jesus is the way to go, 
I never thought I would be doing what I’m doing and 
enjoying it. My belief for my life journey was I’d either be 
murdered or get a life sentence, God’s plan for my life is 
to be the man He designed me to be. I have been out of 
prison for five years and I am blessed to serve the Lord daily.

David has recently joined PFS as a volunteer, we look 
forward to seeing the impact that his life’s journey will 
have on those he shares with as he journeys with us.

DAVID 
YORK
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Please take time to visit our website 
www.pfscotland.org

and follow us on Twitter & Facebook

Join us as we explore cutting edge and innovative ideas from 
across Scotland to help unlock potential and transform lives.

Showcasing stories and insights within prisons and the community 
from churches, organisations and ministries who are working towards 
having a meaningful impact on those in our justice system.

Whether you have been working in this field for years or are just 
exploring new possibilities, this event is for you. A day to learn, pass 
on your experience and to be encouraged, challenged and inspired.

DETAILS

When 
Sat 24 March, 09:30 – 16:00
Where 
St Paul's & St George's Church 
(Ps & Gs Church) 
46 York Place 
Edinburgh, Scotland, EH1 3HU

CONTRIBUTORS INCLUDE:
// David Strang
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of 
Prisons and former Chief Constable 
of Lothian & Borders Police

// Natalie Beal
Deputy Governor HMYOI Polmont
// David McAdam
Bethany Christian Trust Connect To 
Community Re-integration Coordinator
// Terry Paterson
Executive Director of Prison Fellowship 
Scotland
// Graham Bell
Chaplain, HMP Glenochil

At the recent meeting of PFS, SU and Circle we discussed 
the possibility of providing joint financial contributions to 
enable children affected by imprisonment to participate 
in the Inter School Social Education Project (ISSEP). This 
is a unique mentoring project which provides academic 
and emotional support to local primary-aged children. 
Children benefit from weekly 1 to 1 support delivered by a 
volunteer mentor in their final year of secondary school.

It May be possible for PFS and SU to provide an 
‘activity away day’ for both child and their mentor. 
This has yet to be costed, but watch out for further 
information as we explore this opportunity.

Ben Macpherson the constituency MSP for Edinburgh 
Northern and Leith knows how much of a positive 
difference Circle makes every day across central Scotland. 
Ben was a volunteer for a year with ISSEP, mentoring one 
boy consistently. “My strong support for Circle since my 
election is part of my determination to help make a positive 
impact in the policy areas that Circle works in. I am also a 
member of the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committee and 
appreciate just how much of a positive impact Circle makes 
working to support Families Affected by Imprisonment (FABI).” 
We will continue to pray and see 
where the Lord takes this.

New Initiative with SU & Circle
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