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Angel Tree 2018 
Christmas Appeal

I would like to offer my 
sincerest thanks for the 
kind donation of £280 from 
the Angel Tree Fund for 
Christmas presents for the 
families of 
our prisoners 
at HMP 
Grampian.  
We had two 
Christmas 
parties at 
Grampian, 
where we 
had a total of 
28 families attend and 51 
children received gifts.

All of the children received 
at least one gift directly 
from the person they were 
visiting.  The gifts were 
given to the prisoners to 
distribute, 
prior to them 
going into the 
visit room.  
We also 
provided 12 
families, who 
were not able 
to attend the 
parties, with 
gifts, which were gratefully 
received, with a thank you 
card even being posted 
to us from 
one grateful 
family, 
and text 
messages 
from many of 
the others.

All of the 
children were 
delighted to 
get gifts from 
their loved 
ones and, 
in particular, 
from their 
mums and dads.

We also had a visit from 

Father Christmas in both 
visits and all of the children 
received a book from Santa, 
much to the delight of many 
of the younger children.  

This also 
allowed the 
families to get 
some great 
Christmas 
family 
photographs 
taken, and for 
the prisoners 
to experience 

seeing their children see 
Father Christmas.

Feedback from the families 
was excellent and they 
were all delighted with their 
gifts.  We are lucky that we 
have built up relationships 

with many of 
the families so 
we knew what 
toys and gifts 
the children 
liked and were 
able to choose 
some specific 
gifts for many 

of the children.  

One prisoner took me aside 
to thank me and stated that 

he could not 
believe how 
much we had 
done for the 
families and 
felt we had 
gone above 
and beyond 
for his and the 
other families.

With your kind 
donation we 
were also able 
to take their 
gifts home to 

their children.  We were also 
able to add other donations 
to the ones from you to 

make up some Christmas 
Eve boxes for families we 
know are really in need, 
and these were a huge hit 
with the children.  Without 
your kind donation we would 
not be able to support the 
families in this way and 
we really appreciate the 
kindness offered through 
this at a very difficult time for 
prisoners and their families.

Pamela Simpson
Practice Team Leader
HMP Grampian

Angel Tree 2018 Christmas Appeal

This edition:

On behalf of Prison Fellowship, 
Scotland, we would like to 
thank all of our generous 
donors, both individual and 
institutional, for the outstanding 
generosity shown during our 
Angel Tree 2018 Christmas 
Appeal.

We were able to support all 
of the HMP locations to buy 
gifts for Prisoners’ Children, 
we supported Christmas 
parties, Carol Services, as well 
as some community-based 
referrals from families affected 
by imprisonment who simply 
could not make ends meet at 
Christmas.  As scriptures say 
in Proverbs 28 v 27, “those 
who give to the poor lend to 
the Lord.”  Now whilst God is 
no man’s debtor, I like to think 
that our generosity earns us 
the favour of God!.  As 2019 
shapes up we are positive 
that His grace and indeed 
His favour will carry us as we 
look to take Gods love into the 
Scottish prisons.  Be blessed!

George Fulton
Executive Director 
Prison Fellowship Scotland
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Hi, my name is Stuart.  I 
was once a hopeless,                         
homeless drug addict.  

I was in prison for a 
serious crime and I served 
two long term prison 
sentences. Whilst there I 
did the Sycamore Tree 
course and I used go to 
Prison Fellowship in HMP 
Addiewell. 

One night, at a Prison 
Fellowship meeting, just 
before I was being released, 
there was a guest speaker. 
This man’s testimony was 
like my own life experience. 
I could really identify with 
what he was saying.  He 
asked if anyone wanted 
to ask the Lord into their 
life and I responded and 
prayed the sinner’s prayer.  I 
began crying, but not tears 
of sadness, tears of joy! 

This was what I now know 
to be an encounter with my 
Saviour.

After release I met with 
George, from Prison 
Fellowship, who kindly 
took me to a local church. I 
saw something different in 
the people there. I wanted 
what those people had; an 
overwhelming peace and joy, 
and so began my search. I 
found my spiritual base in 
another church and found 
myself getting involved, but 
it wasn’t long before my 
demons had returned, and I 
was back at my old ways.  

As a result I quickly found 
myself in homeless units, 
skippering. I eventually 
ended up in a serious 
condition in hospital suffering 
from a major infection, 
endocarditis. Drugs had 

taken everything and nearly 
my life. As I lay there alone 
again, I cried out to God, 
“Please just let me die or 
HELP.”   And help He did. 

One thing I learned is God 
will never turn his back on 
us. Before long two people 
from my church heard I was 
at deaths door and prayed 
for healing over me.  These 
people weren’t a coincidence 
but rather a ‘GODinstance’. I 
was given hope again.  

After 10 weeks in hospital I 
was released with nowhere 
to go. I’d have to go back to 
the homeless unit. I cried out 
again, “Please God, HELP!”. 
Later that day the doctors 
said I was being kept in 
over the weekend because 
the infection had appeared 
again.  On the Monday I 
heard that housing had got 

me a scatter flat and I didn’t 
have to return to the unit!  

A few days later, after 
resting at home, I made 
arrangements to go to 
church again, and I’ve never 
looked back.  Since then 
I’ve been baptised and have 
remained drug and alcohol 
free.  I’ve been given a 
year’s relief from my heart 
infection and I’m now at 
college studying to become 
a counsellor. I’m living the 
life God has planned for me 
and it’s amazing. 
  
I now see that everything I 
had done in my own strength 
always ended in disaster, but 
not now.  I have been back 
in prison - but as a visitor 
this time and not a prisoner!  
I thought my life had ended, 
well now I know it’s just 
started.

As I used to look.

Stuarts Story



  

Tough Talk are currently 
taking bookings for 2019.  
Contact office@pfscotland.org 
to discuss.

Since joining the prison 
community, first as a part- 
time Chaplain in HMP 
Kilmarnock, and now as a 
full-time chaplain working 
between HMP Kilmarnock 
and HMP Barlinnie, I can 
only say that I have the 
utmost respect for Prison 
Fellowship.  

Actually my connection 
with Prison Fellowship 
started way back around 
1991. I was a ‘Training 
in Evangelism’ student 
and a small group of us 
joined Prison Fellowship 
in HMP Glenochil, to 
sing and share with the 
guys there. Then, when 
I became Minister in 
Gourock, I joined the Prison 
Fellowship Group in HMP 
Greenock on a couple of 
occasions, sharing with the 
prisoners my own story of 
faith.  So whether it was 
sharing in the fellowship 
groups or indeed being 
part of the group by 
attending the Sycamore 
Tree Course I have valued 
the work and commitment 
that Prison Fellowship 
have in sharing the gospel 
message with those who 
seek the Lord while in 
prison.  

There is no doubt that the 
prisoners look forward to 
the groups.  There they 
feel safe, there they love 
to sing, pray and they 

especially enjoy the tea, 
coffee and biscuits!  To be 
honest I think that is a bit 
of a highlight.  But in the 
group they are accepted, 
loved and there is always 
a strong message from the 
word of God.  So prisoners 
learn and grow and 
hopefully draw closer to 
their creator God in these 
times of fellowship.  I also 
know that the guys that the 
leaders come into contact   
with week by week are not 
forgotten about when they 
leave the prison.  I know 
that they are prayed for and 
remembered.  

The men, and the women, 
also know that although 
they may feel a little 
ashamed if they return 
to prison, they are still 
welcomed again and again 
back to the groups where 
they are not judged, but 
probably treated like 
long lost friends.  

Chaplaincy Teams are 
enriched by having a Prison 
Fellowship group within 
their prisons and I hope 
that all prisons continue to 
value the work that these 
committed volunteers do, 
and the time they give is 
very much appreciated.

Rev P Jill Clancy
Chaplain
HMP Barlinnie 
& HMP Kilmarnock

PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
a Chaplain’s Perspective....

Rev, Jill Clancy

Thanks to Chris McCrae of SU Scotland & Georgina 
Lyttle of Circle for their input and partnership working 
with PFS to make this years SU camps placements 
possible for Children affected by imprisonment

N E W
Prison Fellowship Group Starting

in HMP Edinburgh
Your prayers for this new growth development 

will be gratefully received.



Designed by Artsy Papa & Printed by Verve GRP, The Marketing, Design & Print specialists Tel: 0333 1234 678  www.vervegrp.co.uk

www.pfscotland.org
Prison Fellowship, Scotland

Annual Gathering
Saturday 11th May 2019

10.30am - 4pm

Letham St Marks CoS, 
Amulree Road, Letham, 

Perth, PH1 2HH
Training 
in Dunblane

September (Date to be confirmed)

Focus on the Sycamore Tree Course
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